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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). !n no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 March 2004 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1 - 10. 12 and 14 - 21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 7-70. 12 and 14-21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 07 February 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)H objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1 - 10, 12 and 14-21 are presented for examination. 



Drawings 



1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the first complexity and second 
complexity must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should 
be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the pointer must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

3. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the status data must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

5. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: The limitation of 
"handling of use of both of common and of differing transducing facilities" appears to be a 
sentence fragment. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

8. Claims 1, 4, 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, 
or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of 
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"association annotation" is not specifically disclosed in the specification as to what determines or 
is "association annotation". 

9. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of "first 
complexity" and "second complexity" are not specifically disclosed in the specification as to 
what determines or makes "first complexity" and "second complexity". An explanation is 
requested. 

10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of "indirect 
distribution" is not specifically disclosed in the specification as to what determines or makes the 
distribution "indirect". 

1 1 . Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of "activation being 
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direct or indirect" is not specifically disclosed in the specification as to what determines or 
makes an activation "direct" or "indirect". 

12. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of "transportability" 
is not specifically disclosed in the specification as to what determines "transportability". 

13. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 

it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The limitation of "shared relevance 
space is user-specifiable " is not specifically disclosed in the specification as to what determines 
" user-specifiable ". 

14. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

15. Claims 1, 2, 4 - 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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16. The limitation of "distribution resources" is described in the specification as being 
internal or external. The claims do not make it distinct as to which is being claimed, internal or 
external. 

17. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The term "indirect distribution" in claim 1 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "indirect" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

18. Claims 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

19. The term "indirect" in claim 20 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. The 
term "indirect" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. 

20. The term "direct" in claim 20 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. The 
term "direct" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
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ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. 

21. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

22. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the annotation". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

23. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

24. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the association". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

25. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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26. Claims 1 - 10, 12 and 14 - 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Clark et al. U.S. Patent No. 6317797 (hereinafter Clark). 

27. As per claim 1, Clark teaches an information apparatus for general information a resource 
management, comprising: 

28. a plurality of acquisition resources, the plurality of acquisition resources configured to 
acquire information and directives, the information comprising multiple data types, (e.g. col. 2, 
lines 50 - 63); 

29. a plurality of distribution resources, coupled to the acquisition resources so as to receive 
and distribute all or part of the acquired information, (e.g. col. 2, line 50 - col. 3, line 20, 
"alternative communication paths")\ 

30. association resources, coupled to the acquisition and distribution resources, the 
association resources configured to provide an association annotation to the distribution 
resources, whereby the distribution resources distribute responsive to the association annotation, 
(e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, "synchronization"); and 

3 1 . wherein the association annotation is based, at least in part, on an acquired directive, the 
acquired directive having a first complexity, and the association annotation having a second 
complexity which is greater than the first complexity, (e.g. col. 2, lines 1 1 - 49, "synchronization 
of tow computers, one being more complex than the other"); and 

32. wherein the distribution resources comprise staging facilities supporting indirect 
distribution of the acquired information, prior to distribution of the acquired information, storing 
the association annotation, a status data, and a pointer to the acquired information stored at the 
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information apparatus, (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 - 54 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, "the status 
of which files are synchronized with the two devices"). 

33. Referencing claim 2, Clark teaches a processing resources coupled to one or more or the 
acquisition, association and distribution resources, (e.g. col. 1, line 35 - col. 2, line 10, 
"handwriting analysis "). 

34. Referencing claim 3, Clark teaches the processing resources comprise at least one of 
conditioning facilities, analog-to-digital conversion facilities, buffering or other storage facilities, 
recognition facilities, encryption facilities, compression facilities, coding facilities, and 
composing facilities, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20). 

35. Referencing claim 4, Clark teaches the distribution resources selectively distribute 
information responsive to an association annotation, the annotation being based on the acquired 
information as processed by the processing resources, (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 - 54 & col. 13, line 14 

- col. 14, line 16, "the status of which files are synchronized with the two devices"). 

36. Referencing claim 5, Clark teaches an administration resources coupled to one or more or 
the acquisition, association and distribution resources, the administration resources comprising at 
least one of timer facilities, prompting facilities, and configuration facilities, (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 

- 54 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16). 
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37. Referencing claim 6, Clark teaches the distribution resources selectively distribute 
information responsive to the association annotation, the association annotation being based on 
at least one of the information acquired by the acquisition resources or directives provided by the 
configuration facilities, (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 - 54 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16). 

38. Referencing claim 7, Clark teaches the configuration facilities providing support for a 
shared relevance space, the shared relevance space supporting coordination between the 
acquisition and distribution resources, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - 
col. 14, line 16). 

39. Referencing claim 8, Clark teaches the information apparatus is implemented as a PDA, 
the PDA's shared relevance space is defined around transportability, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, 
line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16). 

40. Referencing claim 9, as closely interpreted by the Examiner, Clark teaches the PDA's 
shared relevance space is user-specifiable, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 
- col. 14, line 16). 

41 . Referencing claim 10, Clark teaches the configuration facilities support tracking of the 
user's use of the apparatus, such tracking being employable for updating of the configuration 
facilities, (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 - 54 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, "the status of which files 
are synchronized with the two devices"). 
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42. Referencing claim 12 Clark teaches the acquisition resources comprise (a) at least one of 
transducing facilities and coupling facilities, (e.g. col. 2, line 11 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 
14 - col. 14, line 16) and (b) acquisition control facilities for activating selected said transducing 
and coupling facilities, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16). 

43. Referencing claim 14 Clark teaches one or more exploiting resources to which the 
distribution resources distribute all or part of at least one of the information and the association 
annotations, the exploiting resources comprising at least one of internal exploiting resources and 
external exploiting resources, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col 14, line 
16). 



44. Referencing claim 15, Clark teaches the association resources comprise at least one of 
directive management facilities, annotating facilities and association control facilities, (e.g. col. 
2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16). 

45. Referencing claim 16, Clark teaches (a) the directive management facilities support 
receipt and processing of directives acquired as information by the acquisition resources, (e.g. 
col. 12, lines 16-47, "time"), (b) the annotating facilities formulate annotations based on at 
least one of the received directives and of configurations, such configuration being 
predetermined, user-adjustable and combinations of same, (e.g. col. 12, lines 16-47, "time " & 
col, 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, "synchronization"), and (c) the association control facilities 
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provide for activating the association resources, (e.g. col. 12, lines 16 - 47, "time" & col. 13, 
line 14 -col. 14, line 16, "synchronization"). 

46. Referencing claim 17, Clark teaches a control coordinating resources coupled to the 
acquisition resources and to the association resources, (e.g. col. 12, lines 16 - 47 & col. 13, line 
14 -col. 14, line 16). 

47. Referencing claim 18, Clark teaches the control coordinating resources coordinate 
activations of the acquisition and association resources, (e.g. col. 12, lines 16 - 47 & col. 13, line 
14 -col. 14, line 16). 

48. Referencing claim 19, Clark teaches the control coordinating resources provide one or 
more of (a) accommodation of the application of directives other than from real-time, 
transducer-based acquisition, (b) operation independently of the sequence of acquisition of 
associated information and directives and (c) handling of use both of common and of differing 
transducing facilities, (e.g. col 2, line 1 1 - col 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, 
"automatic synchronization ") . 

49. Referencing claim 20, Clark teaches the control coordinating resources is implemented to 
recognize the completion of a primary information acquisition, so as to timely and automatically 
activate a secondary acquisition, such activation being direct or indirect, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - 
col. 3, line 20 & col 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, "automatic synchronization"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/221,952 
Art Unit: 2143 



Page 13 



50. As per claim 2 1 , Clark teaches a user-actuable switching mechanism, coupled to the 
acquisition resources, for switching the acquisition resources between acquiring information and 
acquiring directives, (e.g. col. 2, line 1 1 - col. 3, line 20 & col. 13, line 14 - col. 14, line 16, 
"synchronization "). 

Conclusion 

51 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 10, 12 and 14-21 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

52. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

53. a. Oberteuffer et al. U.S. Patent No. 6438523 discloses Processing handwritten and 
hand-drawn input and speech input. 

54. b. Tran U.S. Patent No. 6054990 discloses Computer system with handwriting 
annotation. 

55. c. Branson U.S. Patent No. 5877819 discloses Managing information in an 
endoscopy system. 

56. d. Wecker et al. U.S. Patent No. 6289464 discloses Receiving wireless information 
on a mobile device with reduced power consumption. 

57. e. Marianetti, II et al. U.S. Patent No. 6188789 discloses Method and apparatus of 
immediate response handwriting recognition system that handles multiple character sets. 
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58. f. Harris et al. U.S. Patent No. 6282183 discloses Method for authorizing couplings 
between devices in a capability addressable network. 

59. g. Hawkins et al. U.S. Patent No. 6493464 discloses Multiple pen stroke character 
set and handwriting recognition system with immediate response. 

60. i. Kruglikov et al. U.S. Patent No. 6505215 discloses Method and apparatus for 
synchronization of two computer systems supporting multiple synchronization techniques by 
using synchronization transport modules. 

61. j. Detlef U.S. Patent No. 6178403 discloses Distributed voice capture and 
recognition system. 

62. k. Chang et al. U.S. Patent No. 6297838 discloses Spinning as a morpheme for a 
physical manipulatory grammar. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. England whose telephone number is 703-305-5333. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur, 7:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



David E. England 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2143 
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